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Transit Fact of the Day #1
Sound Transit's plan does not reduce congestion –
In fact congestion gets much worse.
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According to Sound Transit’s long range plan*, and
studies by the Puget Sound Regional Council, daily
delay on the freeway will more than double under
Sound Transit's current plans.
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Delay on our local streets will almost quadruple.
CETA is a pro-transit, non-partisan,
non-profit citizens organization.
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How well does the Sound Transit Plan Address Congestion?
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According to Sound Transit’s long range plan, even with 125 miles of light rail:

transportation governance and
investments that grow transit,
vanpool, and carpool ridership
throughout the Puget Sound region
in the most cost-effective way.
www.effectivetransportation.org
CETA@EffectiveTransportation.org

“In the four-county Central Puget Sound region (including Kitsap County), delay
due to traffic congestion will almost quadruple between 1998 and 2030, increasing
from about 263,000 hours of delay per day in 1998 to about 1.03 million hours of
delay per day in the year 2030.”
Additional detail from the Puget Sound Regional Council Vision 2040 document
adopted in 2008:
Even with 125 miles of light rail, daily delay (hours) is now forecast to increase
over the base year of 2000:
On Freeways:
 King County: 107,519 to 245,216 hours
 Kitsap : 1,120 to 5,044 hours
 Pierce County : 24,603 to 42,350 hours
 Snohomish: 20,907 to 81,312 hours
 Region: 154,148 to 373,921 hours (more than double)

"We've never said
we will reduce
congestion."
Joni Earl, Sound Transit
Executive Director.

Seattle Times 5/12/02

On Arterials (city/county streets)
 King: 58,905 to 174,200 hours
 Kitsap: 1,093 to 9,996 hours
 Pierce: 14,328 to 64,220 hours
 Snohomish: 16,885 to 99,612 hours
 Region: 91,211 to 348,027 (almost quadruple)
That's a fact.

Data sources.
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